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A I R L I N E M E D I C A L E X A M I N E R S A S S O C I A T I O N 
NEWS B U L L E T I N #11 MAY-JUNE 1954 
SEYMOUR FISKE, M.D. , Secy. -Treas . 
150 East 71st Street 
New York 21 New York 
G E R A L D S . BACKENSTOE, M.D. - Editor 
I THE PRESIDENT'S HANDSHAKE 
To my mind, no convention meeting was ever more d e l i g h t f u l and constructive 
than the l a s t Washington session. I t i s a pleasure to inform a l l of our non-
attendant members that the warm-hearted s p i r i t of cooperation was very evident 
and most sincere. Both Admiral Grosbeck and General Benson, along with t h e i r 
committees, were more than gracious, more than hospitable, and are working with 
us right down the l i n e . 
At the same time, almost i n proportion to any success we may have achieved, 
i t i s apparent our administrative and professional position has been imperiled. 
Powerful, moneyed, groups with ideas antagonistic to ours i n the f i e l d of CAA 
control of aviation medicine have been applying increasing pressure on sensitive 
administrative o f f i c e r s . Economy measures have been another factor. Unfamiliarity 
with the past history and accomplishments of our professional l i f e by many new 
Congressional representatives has been a t h i r d factor. There are many others. 
Something w i l l have to be done. 
Your Executive Committee a f t e r hours of discussion, selected Mr. Joel Fisher 
as our Washington representative and advisor. Read the second l a s t paragraph of 
Senator Magnuson's speech, and you w i l l receive an impression of h i s standing i n 
Capitol c i r c l e s . To date, he has been most helpful and barely a week goes by 
without voluminous reports. 
A l l t h i s means money. More money than we have. New members are the only 
answer. Since the p o s s i b i l i t i e s , at present, imperil the status of every 
designated CAA examiner, i t would seem obvious every such examiner would be glad 
to send us h i s $25.00. I f each of our 400 members w i l l contact and e n l i s t j u s t 
one new member, our problem w i l l be 100$ l i g h t e r . 
Every member i s v i t a l . Every d o l l a r i s v i t a l . 
You are, a member, a key member of our Membership Committee. 
Best wishes and good health to a l l . 
G. S„ Backenstoe, M. D,, President 
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i l REPORT OF SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
On March 27, 1954 at the Hotel S t a t l e r , Washington, D. C. was held the 
Seventh Annual Business Meeting of our Association. There was an excellent 
attendance and an unprecedented feeling of cooperation i n our endeavors to pro-
mote the welfare of c i v i l aviation i n t h i s country as i t effects the safety of 
the t r a v e l l i n g public, the c i v i l aviation transport industry and the c i v i l i a n 
p i l o t s who f l y the planes, both commercial and private. 
Our membership has increased greatly during the past year and now numbers 
approximately f i v e hundred members of active and associate categories combined. 
I t was evident on a l l sides that the influence of our Association i s growing 
i n c i v i l i a n a f f a i r s . The cooperation and the l i a i s o n between our Association, 
the A i r l i n e Medical Directors Association and the Aero Medical Association has 
never been better and promises to become even stronger and better as we go into 
the future. 
The Treasury was reported to be i n a sound f i n a n c i a l condition. A l l our 
current b i l l s have been paid. The remaining balance we hope w i l l tide the 
Association through the remainder of the year. 
I n Washington, however, we found there were many developments effecting the 
Medical Section of the C.A.A., and i n d i r e c t l y our individual selves, which your 
Executive Committee r e a l i z e w i l l place certain s t r a i n s on the Treasury, so that 
i t i s anticipated that our annual dues i n a l l probability w i l l have to be raised 
commencing January 1955 i f the Association i s to continue to function i n a con-
structive and i n f l u e n t i a l way i n the future. 
Because of a l l the above a c t i v i t y , the Executive Committee during the three 
day period of our Meeting held a daily meeting to plan and take the necessary 
action on behalf of the Association that was indicated. 
Committees have been completely f i l l e d to carry on the various phases of 
our a c t i v i t y during the remainder of 1954 and the f i r s t h alf of 1955- A l i s t of 
these Committees i s made a part of t h i s News B u l l e t i n so that a l l our members 
may know of t h e i r i n t e r e s t and a c t i v i t y on behalf of the A.M.E.A. 
The Executive Committee also made the decision that our Association would 
hold i t s meeting again next year at the Hotel S t a t l e r i n Washington, D. C. i n 
conjunction with the 26th Annual Meeting of the Aero Medical Association i n 
March, 1955. 
Please l i s t the dates of our meeting on your calendar right away as we want 
the very best possible turn-out for our 8th Annual Meeting and S c i e n t i f i c Program. 
The dates are Saturday March 19 and Sunday March 20, 1955. 
On these two dates we w i l l run our own two day program! I t i s requested that 
any member who wishes to present a paper or take an active part i n our program 
should contact the Chairman of the Program Committee, namely: 
John A. Tamisiea, M. D. 
718 Barker Building 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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I I I JOEL H. FISHER, ATTORNEY 
I t may come as a surprise to many of our members, but i t i s a f a c t , that the 
Association has retained Mr. Fisher for' a period of s i x months to serve the 
Association as l e g a l advisor and l e g i s l a t i v e eontact on behalf of the current 
aggressive medical program which i s being i n s t i t u t e d by the Medical Section of 
the C.A.A. under the able leadership of William R. Stovall, M. D., our Chief 
Medical Officer i n Washington, D. C. 
I t was f e l t that such action was imperative and necessary in- view of the 
current l e g i s l a t i v e trend to modify the C i v i l Aviation Administrative Act, which 
has and i s s t i l l threatening the abolition of the medical examining of c i v i l i a n 
p i l o t s as presently constituted under the supervision, direction and authority of 
the C i v i l Aeronautics Administration. 
Included as a part of t h i s News B u l l e t i n i s a statement which has been drawn 
up elucidating the objectives of our Association. I t i s urged upon a l l of you to 
read t h i s statement c a r e f u l l y . I f there are constructive suggestions for imple-
menting t h i s program, they should be forwarded at once to the o f f i c e of the 
Secretary-Treasurer: Seymour Fiske, M. D., 150 East 71st Street, New York 21, 
New York; or d i r e c t l y to the attention of our Attorney i n Washington: Joel H. 
Fisher, 1001 Connecticut Avenue, Washington 6, D. C. 
The following Slate of Offi c e r s was duly elected at the Seventh Annual 
Business Meeting March 27, 1954, to serve for the ensuing year. 
IV OFFICERS FOR 1954 and 1955 
President: Backenstoe, Gera! I d S., M. D. Pennsylvania 
1st Vice-President: Light, George, M. D. Wisconsin 
Vice Presidents: Gallaher, George Leo, M. D. 
Gross, Clara R., M. D. 
Meiling, Richard L., M. D. 
Osburn, John N., M. D. 
Tamisiea, John A., M. D. 




Cal i f o r n i a 
Nebraska 
West V i r g i n i a 
Secretary-Treasurer; F i s k e , Seymour, M. D. New York 
V OBJECTIVES OF AIRLINE MEDICAL EXAMINERS ASSOCIATION 
C i v i l a i r transportation i n 1954 has grown to exert a greater impact on 
American l i f e than even i t s m i l i t a r y counterpart. More Americans are influenced 
by i t , more money i s spent i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s , more miles are flown than by a l l 
of the a i r arms of the services combined. The burgeoning influence on American 
l i f e has come to concern a l l civic-minded Americans, especially since the safety 
of such a large portion of the public i s d a i l y placed i n the hands of c i v i l i a n 
p i l o t s . The aviation industry has grown to be so highly specialized that major 
differences now e x i s t between m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n aviation i n altitude, sex, 
age groups, pathology and nature of mission. 
The A i r l i n e Medical Examiners Association, formed of medical men who deal 
with the human factor i n t h i s v i t a l operation, has the sole purpose of eliminat-
ing physical f a i l u r e s as a source of c i v i l a i r accidents. 
The Association's e f f o r t s have been complicated by a i r progress into the 
j e t age. Flying personnel are today subjected to f a r greater strains than ever 
before. At the same time our s t a t i s t i c s show that 80-95$ of c i v i l f l y i n g a c c i -
dents are traceable to human error. For some time i t has been apparent that 
s c i e n t i f i c progress i n the a i r has outstripped t h i s country's system of safe-
guarding i t s public from the physical f a i l u r e s of f l y i n g personnel, who are, 
a f t e r a l l , human beings subject to pressure, periodic sickness and even d i s a b i l i t y . 
The C i v i l Aeronautics Administrator most wisely i n s t i t u t e d recently a survey 
of existing physical standards i n force for a i r l i n e transport and those i n private 
and non-scheduled f l y i n g . I t i s the expressed aim of t h i s survey to highlight the 
growing need for general acceptance of high standards of physical f i t n e s s among 
i t s personnel. The survey i s also attempting to mold the heretofore amorphous 
public uneasiness over medical standards i n f l y i n g personnel into a firm demand 
for adequate standards and ca r e f u l enforcement of those standards. The A i r l i n e 
Medical Examiners Association wholeheartedly supports t h i s survey. The Associa-
tion, by virtue of the long experience of i t s members with t h i s problem f e e l s , 
however, that public inquiry i s only the f i r s t step i n creating a sound and 
p r a c t i c a l system of physical standards for c i v i l airmen. Adequate training and 
research f a c i l i t i e s f or equipping examiners and investigators with the l a t e s t 
techniques i n detecting and treating weaknesses peculiar to f l y i n g are p r a c t i c a l l y 
non-existent. T o t a l l y absent i s any governmental unit which has adequate author-
i t y and res p o n s i b i l i t y for coordinating enforcement of medical standards within 
either the a i r l i n e s industry or i n private f l y i n g . And, most unfortunately, funds 
for the continuation of the v i t a l CAA survey are running out. To meet these 
needs, the Association f e e l s that the following enactments should be considered by 
the Congress and made into law: 
(1) An I n s t i t u t e of C i v i l Aviation Medicine, comparable to 
those now functioning within the a i r arms of the 
services, should be created to provide training and 
research f a c i l i t i e s i n the f i e l d of C i v i l Aviation 
Medicine. 
(2) The C i v i l Aeronautics Act of 1938, as amended, and which 
i s now before Congress for additional amendment, should 
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include provision for a medical component within the 
C i v i l Aeronautics Administration on a parity with the 
Offices of Aviation Safety and Federal Airways. 
(3) Congress should act to continue the valuable strides 
achieved by the C i v i l Aeronautics Administrator's 
survey of physical standards within the industry by 
providing the necessary funds. 
The public i s faced with an immediate need for guarantees of safety i n the 
a i r . The Association i s f u l l y aware that no such guarantees can be made im-
mediately, or even that r a i s i n g health standards of personnel w i l l eliminate 
e n t i r e l y a l l physical f a i l u r e s among f l y i n g personnel. The Association does 
f e e l that the problem i s ever increasing and that the steps to meet i t are 
proving increasingly inadequate. For t h i s reason, the above l e g i s l a t i o n takes 
on special urgency. This l e g i s l a t i o n would accomplish, i n large measure, the 
program which the Association f e e l s necessary to safeguard the f l y i n g public: 
(1) The creating of a medical authority to resolve medical 
problems on a medical basis; 
( 2 ) The training and u t i l i z a t i o n of specially-trained a i r 
medical examiners; 
(3) Modification of physical standards to bring them i n 
l i n e with the job functions they would control, and 
the establishment of uniform standards of physical 
f i t n e s s throughout the a i r industry, and the insurance 
of uniform enforcement of these standards: 
(4) Creation of a program f o r the u t i l i z a t i o n of the 
s k i l l s of airmen p h y s i c a l l y u n f i t for active f l y i n g 
duty; i n t h i s respect, a l l parts of the industry 
would benefit from increased study of personnel r e -
tirement programs, a v i t a l concern to a l l medical 
men who must determine a f l y e r ' s e l i g i b i l i t y to 
continue i n h i s occupation. 
¥1 SEVENTH ANNUAL DINNER 
The Seventh Annual Banquet, with i t s Reception, held on Saturday evening 
March 27, 1954, was a b r i l l i a n t success. Our Guest Speaker was the Senior 
Senator from the State of Washington, Warren Magnuson, whose speech inspired 
a l l of us who attended the Banquet. This speech has been included i n the 
Congressional Record and you have a l l received a copy of i t which should be 
thoughtfully read and digested. Another Guest of Honor at the Banquet was the 
Administrator himself, Frederick Lee, who encouraged us through h i s sympathetic 
consideration and analysis of the mutual problems which confront us, as w e l l as 
the Administration, i n a l l matters pertaining to c i v i l aviation. 
V I I PROGRAM FOR THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 
SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 1955 
9:00 A. M. to Noon C.A.A. - A.M.E.A. Forum, "The Problem of the Aging 
P i l o t " (Third Edition) 
2:00 P. M. to 5;00 P. M. 8th Annual Business Meeting 
6:00 P. M. 8th Annual Reception 
7:00 P. M. 8th Annual Banquet 
SUNDAY, MARCH 20. 1955 
10:00 A. M. to Noon C.A.A. - A.M.E.A. Open Forum for a l l Medical 
Examiners 
(Question and Answer Period) 
2:00 P. M. to 4:00 P. M. A.M.E.A. S c i e n t i f i c Program devoted e x c l u s i v e l y to 
medical presentations of a c i v i l i a n avia-
t i o n nature. 
I t i s urged that any and a l l of our Association members a c t i v e l y volunteer 
now to take part i n our own Medical Program as has been outlined above. Contact 
should be made as early as possible with the Chairman of the PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
John A. Tamisiea, M. D., 718 Barker Building, Omaha, Nebraska. 
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V I I I THE COMMITTEES FOP. 1954-1955 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Backenstoe, Gerald S., M. D., Chairman Pennsylvania 
Light, George, M, D., Co-Chairman Wisconsin 
Bostwick, Delazon 5., M. D. Pennsylvania 
Coates, Thomas A., M. D. Missouri 
Cross, Thomas Jefferson, M. D. Texas 
Fenwick, Herbert F., M. D. I l l i n o i s 
Fink, I r v i n g E., M. D. New Jersey 
Fiske, Seymour, M. D. New York 
Gallaher, George Leo, M. D. Texas 
Meiling, Richard L., M. D. Ohio 
Osburn, John N., M. D. C a l i f o r n i a 
Poos, Edgar, M. D. Michigan 
Smith, William B., M. D. Connecticut 
Tamisiea, John A., M. D. Nebraska 
Wiltberger, Percy B., M. D. Ohio 
INSTITUTE OF AVIATION MEDICINE COMMITTEE 
Wiltberger, Percy B., M. D., Chairman Ohio 
Meiling, Richard L., M. D., Co-Chairman Ohio 
Coates, Thomas A., M. D. 
Fiske, Seymour, M. D. 
Hertzog, Francis C., M. D. 
Light, George, M. D. 
Sutherland, Thomas, M. D. 
Missouri 
New York 
C a l i f o r n i a 
Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
LEGISLATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Fenwick, Herbert F., M. D., Chairman 
Cross, Thomas Jefferson, M. D., Co-Chairman 
Bostwick, Delazon S., M. D. 
Carpousis, A r i s , M. D. 
Chechile, Dominic, M. D. 
Holden, William L., M. D. 
Light, George, M. D. 
Tamisiea, John A., M. D. 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
Mountford, William E., M. D., Chairman 
Arlen, Richard, M. D. 
Chechile, Dominic, M. D. 
Gallaher, George Leo, M. D. 
Pippin, Beauford Ivan, M. D. 
Prieto, Raul Terres, M. D. 
Prowse, William A., M. D. 









Rhode I s l a n d 






PROGRAM AND FORUM COMMITTEE 
Tamisiea, John A., M. D. 
Fenwick, Herbert F., M. D, 
Fiske, Seymour, M. D. 
Gross, Clara R., M. D. 
Poos, Edgar, M. D. 
Smith, William B., M. D. 
Nebraska 






Fink, I r v i n g E., M. D., Chairman 
Bostwick, Delazon S., M. D. 
Fenwick, Herbert F., M. D. 
Fiske, Seymour, M„ D. 
Mountford, William E., M. D. 
Naples, Carmon R., M. D. 
BANQUET COMMITTEE 
Fiske, Seymour, M. D., Chairman 
Harmon, E l l i s Drew, M. D. 
Korethauer, K a r l , M. D. 
Mountford, William E., M. D. 
Naples, Carmon R., M. D. 
Roll e r , Charles William, M. D. 
Sack, S. Senior, M. D 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
I l l i n o i s 
New York 
New Jersey 
Washington, D. C. 
New York 
C a l i f o r n i a 
C a l i f o r n i a 
New Jersey 
Washington, D. C, 
Indiana 
New York 
(Plus Doctor Selected from Convention Town) 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS AMENDMENT COMMITTEE 
Coates, Thomas A., M. D., Chairman 
Bostwick, Delazon S., M. D. 
Cross, Thomas Jefferson, M. D. 
Fink, I r v i n g E., M. D. 
Fiske, Seymour, M. D. 
Gross, Clara R., M. D. 
Light, George, M. D. 









MEMBERSHIP AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 
Fiske, Seymour, M. D„, Chairman 
Coates, Thomas A., M. D. 
Comess, Oscar H„, M. D. 
Fink, I r v i n g E., M. D. 
Laugenour, Dudley P., M. D. 
Mountford, William E., M. D. 
Naples, Carmon R=, M. D. 
Osburn, John Nelson, M. D. 
New York 
Missouri 




Washington, D. C 
Ca l i f o r n i a 
